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perous.   I must not mention my own share, though I assure
you your absence adds very considerably to my concern.  Yet,
were you not so tender a father, you yourself would have little
reason to forget this country, which is so degraded that the
Amor Patriae is little more justifiable than the man who
falls in love with a common whore.    Your son deserves
every kind of esteem: his courage, his patience, his temper,
his reason are beyond description.    Had I any prospect of
being useful to him it would give me the greatest satisfac-
tion.    But neither the present moment nor the future,
should my life be longer than it probably will, offer any
views on which an honest man would build.   But, while
I do live, he will have a sincere friend, and a house to
which he will always be most welcome.

I can add nothing to all you know. Lord Cornwallis's
late success over Greene will certainly make us more
obstinate against any pacification in favour of America, and
Darby's relief of Gibraltar, without the slightest opposition
from France or Spain, will confirm entetement in the opinion
of its own wisdom, though all it proves is that France and
Spain are still more contemptible than England. An
opposition that could muster 134 on Sir George Saville's
late motion for hearing the delegates shows how strong the
opposition might be had they any union or conduct. But
neither is to be expected; and, as folly and chance seem to
be the only managers on this side of Europe, it is impossible
to guess what will happen: for penetration cannot calculate
on such data.

You talked very sensibly on the sensations occasioned by
the behaviour of a certain young person1, and yet, though
the elder no doubt at first comforted himself with the
favourable comparison that would be made in preference to
hypocrisy over debauchery, yet, as insults are more felt than
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